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WATER WORKS
Maintaining a lush garden and lawn isn’t always as simple as
relying on Mother Nature and regular rains. This time of year,
even a few days without rainfall can impact plants and grass.
Watering wisely and properly can ensure beautiful surroundings
while not draining precious resources.

UPCOMING EVENTS
AND ACTIVITIES
Illinois State Fair
Now through August 19
Visit us in Conservation
World.
29th Annual Centralia
Balloon Fest
August 17 -19
Look for the 811 Balloon.

If you have planted any new perennials, shrubs or grass seed
this year, be sure to watch and water those areas more often. If
the soil in and around the new growth looks dry or cracked,
water accordingly. Click here for additional recommendations.

Amazing Arachnids
Happening until Sept. 3
Brookfield Zoo
Visit JULIE's Dig Box.
Labor Day
Sept. 3
JULIE Holiday

SURPRISE, SURPRISE
While preparing for an outdoor party this summer, a homeowner damaged an underground
utility line when he drove an eight inch stake into the ground while setting up a tent in his
yard. While he was lucky to avoid injury, the party was over before it even started because
no one took the time to notify JULIE first.
If you are planning a project, party or special event for the upcoming Labor Day weekend,
plan ahead. Simply call JULIE at 8-1-1 or enter your own online using E-Request at least two
business days prior to any type of digging project, including but not limited to, decks and
patios, swimming pools, fences, trees or shrubs and tents or outdoor games with stakes.
This is also required by state law. For those weekend warriors, remember to contact JULIE
by Wednesday at 4 p.m. Member utilities are only required to mark the lines that they own,
not privately installed or owned lines. Privately owned lines may include water and sewer
services as well as electric and gas lines to a garage or workshop.
During the dog days of summer, be aware of utility locate flags and stakes that may be
present on or near your property and use caution when working around them, especially
when mowing the grass. Each utility locator uses a different color paint or flag to mark their
buried lines (JULIE neither owns nor marks any underground facilities). It is also important to
remind children not to take the flags out of the ground or move them to a different area.

4 MISTAKES TO AVOID
WHEN BUILDING A DECK
Interested in building a deck? Decks are a great
way to add value to your home, entertain, enjoy
nature and spend time with family. While outdoor
living spaces are popular, they require extensive
planning and preparation. Decide if you would like
to tackle the project yourself or hire a contractor.
Whatever you choose, don’t break ground just yet!
First, premark your project area with white paint
and/or flags before notifying JULIE. Once your
project area has been premarked, make a quick
call to JULIE at 8-1-1 to have your underground utility lines located for free by our members.
You can also enter a locate request now via E-Request.
“Even if you are digging in the same area as a previous project, contact JULIE again to avoid
personal injury and repair costs and to keep communities free of utility damage and
inconvenient outages,” said Kevin Chmura, JULIE’s Director of Public Relations. “It’s
happened to other homeowners, don’t let it happen to you. Protect yourself and your family by
notifying JULIE.”
If it’s your first time building a deck, there are many things that can be overlooked. Become
familiar with the 4 most common mistakes here, so you can avoid them.
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