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5 SAFETY TIPS FOR YARD
PROJECTS THIS FALL
All good things come to an end, and that includes the warmweather growing season. As temperatures fall and days grow
shorter, the lawn and garden need a little TLC before winter’s
arrival. From cutbacks to covering and from digging in to pulling
out, there are plenty of ways to ensure a healthy yard next
year. Before reaching for that shovel, know what’s below and
call JULIE at 8-1-1 or enter and submit an online locate request.
“Protect yourself and your family. Across the country, every nine
minutes an underground utility line is hit because someone
chose not to call a state one-call center, such as JULIE, before
digging,” said Kevin Chmura, director of public relations for
JULIE, Inc. “This is a free call and service in Illinois.”
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Common examples of fall projects that require a call to JULIE before digging include putting up
a fence, installing a mail box post, building a deck or patio, and adding trees or shrubs.

5 Steps to Safer Digging
There are five important steps to safer digging this fall:
1. Pre-mark the dig site with white paint or flags;
2. Call JULIE at 8-1-1 or go online (illinois1call.com) to submit your own locate request

before you dig;
3. Wait the required amount of time (two business days);
4. Respect the marks; and
5. Dig with care.
When you call 8-1-1, you will speak with a JULIE call center agent who will take the location and
description of the project site and notify affected member facility owners and operators. These
members will then send a professional locator to mark the approximate location of their
underground utility lines with small flags or paint at no cost. JULIE personnel do not perform
locating or marking services. JULIE’s call center agents are available to receive and process
requests 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

PUTTING THE GARDEN
TO BED
One look at your lawn and garden after this season
and you can see that it’s time to tend to your outdoor
spaces before the cold weather sets in our area. Now
is a great time to begin preparing your garden for
winter.
♦As long as you’re raking or collecting leaves anyway,
make good use them by using shredded or chopped
leaves for mulch. That will protect soil and
other delicate areas and actually provide
nourishment as the material breaks down.
♦If you have low-growing bushes like roses or delicate or new shrubs and trees, you can guard
them against the harsh effects of snow and subzero temperatures by surrounding them with
mesh or chicken wire and filling the area between with leaf mulch.
♦You can cut your grass through late fall, as long as it’s still growing. Fall – at least the time
before the first few hard frosts -- is also a good time for seeding areas that are patchy or thin.
Once it’s time to stop mowing, use up or run out the gasoline in the mower. Click here for more
fall tips.
Whenever you’re disturbing the ground, be safe and contact JULIE at 8-1-1 or enter your own
online request. It’s free and crucial to avoid hitting underground lines, even in areas where you
assume it’s safe to dig.
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